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Professor: H. Lee Cheek, Jr., Ph.D., Chair, Division of Social and Behavioral Sciences; Office: 115 Parker Building; Phone: (912) 583-3151; and E-mail: lcheek@bpc.edu; Websites: www.drleecheek.com; and the political science website, http://www.drleecheek.com/PSMain.htm

Office Hours: 11am-1pm MWF; 11-11:50am T/TR (excluding chapel); or by appointment (see http://www.drleecheek.com/office_hours.htm).

Political Science Style Sheet: http://www.drleecheek.com/Resources/StyleSheet/stylesheet.html
Required Texts:
Machiavelli, The Portable Machiavelli; Hobbes, Leviathan; Locke, Two Treatises of Government; Rousseau, Basic Political Writings; Burke, Reflections (selections to be assigned); Cheek, John C. Calhoun: Disquisition on Government; and The Portable Nietzsche (selections to be assigned) [Note: Use assigned translations only!].

Secondary Text: Birhirjian, Richard, and H. Lee Cheek, Jr.  Political Theory: An Introduction (textbook manuscript).

Course Description: Political philosophers from Machiavelli to Mill to contemporary political thinkers; ideas providing the basis of modern political understanding and controversy will be examined. Prerequisite: POL 202. (Brewton-Parker College 2006-2007 Catalog, p. 202).
I. Purpose


Political theory seeks a more realistic, systematic, and comprehensive understanding of politics by drawing attention to the more or less hidden assumptions, implications, and consequences of so-called "practical politics."  Political philosophy places politics in the larger whole to which it belongs.  It examines the relationship of political questions to the fundamental issues of human life.  Every view of politics implies a view of human nature and society.  Every notion of human nature and society likewise has implications for politics.  Without examining political ideas and preferences in this perspective they cannot be adequately assessed.

II. A    Objectives of the Course: General
1. This course surveys the modern political philosophers in their investigations of the divine and natural, and then examines the relation between such ruminations and politics.

2. Study the relation between "thinking" and "doing," reason and moral virtue, moral virtue and intellectual virtue.  

3. Examine how the "statesman" constitute and order the "regime" in accordance with the dictates of philosophy--of nature--and of human nature.  What impediments are there to the establishment of the "best" political order?  What is the role of reason?  These last few questions point beyond reason, to the question of whether unassisted human reason culminates in faith. Do the limitations of human reason point to the necessity revelation? of grace?  If so, what does this mean for politics? More precisely, what does the advent of Christianity mean for our understanding of the ends of political life?  We examine these large questions by way of a careful reading of some of the most important texts in the history of modern political philosophy. 

II. B    Objectives of the Course: Specific 


This is a seminar, not a lecture course.  We will engage some very difficult texts, at whose meaning we arrive best through a collaborative effort.  So unless students themselves assume responsibility for their own education--unless they take it upon themselves to read and re-read the texts, to take notes, to design their own questions prior to class, and, generally, to come prepared for a vibrant and open discussion each and every class period--these texts and the issues they raise will not reveal themselves to be as compelling and exciting as they truly are.  This is a course about thinking, about articulating our thoughts, about revealing the pedigree of our ideas.  Accordingly, your thoughts will be solicited at every turn.  They will be respected, encouraged, and, yes, challenged.  We must learn to give an account of ourselves. 

Critiques/Bibliographic Essays


You will be asked to undertake an assessment of each major thinker we are studying this semester--six papers in total.  The foundational material for your essays will be our textbook appraisals of each author.  Your papers should range from three to four pages, and include at least five bibliographic citations to scholarship related to the work you are writing about.  

III.  Survey of Course Content 

	Day:
	Topic
	Assignment:

	T. 29 August
	Introduction; “Problem of Modernity”
	Primary text reading (PT); Ch. 9, Birhirjian/Cheek (BC)

	R. 31 August
	Machiavelli
	PT; BC, 5

	T. 5 Sept.
	Machiavelli
	PT; BC, 5

	R. 7 Sept.
	Machiavelli
	PT; BC, 5

	T. 12 Sept.
	Machiavelli
	PT; BC, 5

	R. 14 Sept.
	Machiavelli
	PT; BC, 5

	T. 19 Sept.
	Machiavelli
	PT; BC, 5; Paper 1 Due

	R. 21 Sept.
	Hobbes’ Science of Politics
	PT; BC, 6

	T. 26 Sept.
	Hobbes’ Science of Politics
	PT; BC, 6

	R. 28 Sept.
	Hobbes’ Science of Politics
	PT; BC, 6

	T. 3 Oct.
	Hobbes’ Science of Politics
	PT; BC, 6

	R. 5 Oct.
	Hobbes’ Science of Politics
	PT; BC, 6

	T. 10 Oct.
	Hobbes’ Science of Politics
	PT; BC, 6; Paper 2 Due

	R. 12 Oct.
	EXAMINATION 1/Locke
	PT; BC, 7

	T. 17 Oct.
	Locke
	PT; BC, 7

	R. 19 Oct.
	Locke
	PT; BC, 7

	T. 24 Oct.
	Locke
	PT; BC, 7

	R. 26 Oct.
	Locke
	PT; BC, 7

	T. 31 Oct.
	Locke
	PT; BC, 7; Paper 3 Due

	R. 2 Nov.
	Rousseau and the Politics of Revolution
	PT; BC, 8

	T. 7 Nov.
	Rousseau and the Politics of Revolution
	PT; BC, 8

	R. 9 Nov.
	Rousseau and the Politics of Revolution
	PT; BC, 8

	T. 14 Nov.
	Rousseau and the Politics of Revolution
	PT; BC, 8

	R. 17 Nov.
	Rousseau and the Politics of Revolution
	PT; BC, 8; Paper 4 Due

	T. 21 Nov. 
	EXAMINATION 2/Calhoun 
	PT

	T. 28 Nov.
	Calhoun and Popular Rule
	PT; Paper 5 Due

	R. 30 Nov.
	Nietzsche
	Handout

	T. 5 Dec.
	Nietzsche
	Handout

	R. 7 Dec.
	Nietzsche
	Handout; Paper 6 Due

	11-26 Dec. 
	Final Exam
	


IV. Instructional Methodologies:
The course instructional procedures will consist of reading, writing, discussion and lecture.

V. Your Responsibilities:
Class attendance/participation: A wise colleague and friend of mine, Dr. Don Pace, who now feasts at the Heavenly Banquet, used to tell students that “Attendance is a matter of geography: either you are in class or you are not in class.”  The only way to succeed in college is to attend class!  More than three absences will result in the lowering of your final average by a letter grade.  If you are tardy to class, it will detract from your participation and class attendance grade as well.  I will take attendance at every class meeting; and if you are late, you will be considered absent.  To facilitate communication with the professor, he requests that you immediately activate your official Brewton-Parker email account.  More than three absences from a class will leave the student in a vulnerable, nay unenviable, position vis a vis the course requirements, acquisition of central concepts, and progress towards a rewarding and enduring learning experience.

Daily assignments: You must read the texts to adequately discuss and understand the material.

Withdrawals: You are responsible for completing the proper withdrawal form when deciding not to complete the course.  Failure to follow the established procedures will result in a failing grade for the term.

Student Behavior Policy: You are expected to conduct yourself as a scholar in search of the truth.  Students whose conduct hinders the academic achievement or environment of other students will be dropped from class.  The official starting time for class is Dr. Cheek’s watch and is not a topic for debate; as the Indian proverb suggests, court begins when the judge arrives.  Tardiness to class will have a negative influence on your class participation grade and you will also be forced to suffer the Wrath of Cheek.

Quizzes:  Each class period a small quiz over the reading will be given.  There will be no make-up for these quizzes.  Only those who are in attendance will benefit.  These quizzes will be compiled into a portion of your grade.
VI. Course Evaluation: 

Your grade in class will be based on your performance in the following areas:


10%


Daily quizzes, attendance, and participation 






10%


Paper 1











10%


Paper 2


10%


Paper 3


10%


Paper 4


10%


Paper 5


10%


Paper 6


10%


Examination 1 (45 minutes)


10%


Examination 2 (45 minutes)


10%


Final Examination
Grading Scale:
100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; and 59-0 F

VII. Students With Disabilities:
Brewton-Parker College is committed to the provision of reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities, as defined in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  If you think you may qualify for these accommodations, notify your instructor immediately.  You may also contact the BPC Counseling Office with questions about special services.
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