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Brewton-Parker College





POLITICAL SCIENCE 303
Mount Vernon, Georgia





(Three credit hours)
Campaigns and Elections
10:00-10:50am (M-W-F), Fall Semester 2006
Professor: H. Lee Cheek, Jr., Ph.D., Chair, Division of Social and Behavioral Sciences; Office: 115 Parker Building; Phone: (912) 583-3151; and E-mail: lcheek@bpc.edu; Websites: www.drleecheek.com; and the political science website, http://www.drleecheek.com/PSMain.htm
Office Hours: 11am-1pm MWF; 11-11:50am T/TR (excluding chapel); or by appointment (see http://www.drleecheek.com/office_hours.htm).

Political Science Style Sheet: http://www.drleecheek.com/Resources/StyleSheet/stylesheet.html
Required Texts:


A. Standard Texts
-Maisel, L. Sandy, and Kara Z. Buckley  Parties and Elections in America, Fourth Edition.  Lanham, Maryland: Rowman and

Littlefield, 2005.

-Keefe, William J.  Parties, Politics and Public Policy in America, Eighth Edition.  (library reserve).

-Campaigns and Elections Course Packet. Provided by instructor.





B. Auxiliary Sources

Students are required to read the daily and weekly editions of national and regional newspapers.  The Wall Street Journal, the New York Times, the Washington Post, and the Washington Times all cover national and state elections quite well.  Statewide and local papers cover various aspects of politics as well.  Most papers are available on the internet, and many internet sites are devoted to the issues we will study during the term.  There are many, many campaign and political sites that we will be discussing throughout the term.

Course Description: "An examination of the pluralistic nature of American politics, with emphasis on group behavior and lobbying;
development, organization, and functions of political parties; elections, electoral behavior, and campaigning; and public opinion.”

 Prerequisite: POL 202"  (Brewton-Parker 2006-2007 Catalog, p. 202).
I. and II. Purpose and Objectives of Course
The subject matter of the course has several sections.  We start with the history of political parties and their place in American politics.  We will examine parties functionally and in terms of their evolution.  Then we move to how elections actually operate, concentrating on the election that is before us.  In this section we divide elections by type--primary elections (nominations) and general elections--and by office--the presidency, Congress, state level and local level elections.  The next subject of the course is how parties work within legislatures and executives, with Congress and the President as the main focus in creating policies.  The end of the semester deals with proposed recommendations for party and election reform.

II. B    Objectives of the Course: Specific 

Upon the completion of this course students will be able to:

*Explain how political parties are organized, horizontally and vertically

*Elucidate the historical eras of American political parties

*Describe how one becomes active in a political party

*Discuss  how a candidate gets elected to an office, and the role of the party in candidate selection

*Explain major campaign financing issues, "problems," and "solutions"

*Describe the presidential, convention, and election processes

*Explain the public opinion measurement process

*Explain the role of participation

*Describe how partisanship operates in government 

*Explicate and explain the results of the 2006 election

II. C  Topics to Be Covered:

· Importance of Parties and Elections

· History of American Parties

· Characteristics of American Parties/Party System

· Party Organization

· Voting Participation

· Theories of Voting

· Interest Groups

· State and Local Nominations

· Presidential Nominations

· Campaign Finance

· Media and Elections

· State and Local Elections

· Presidential Elections

· Party in Government

· The Future of American Parties

III.  Survey of Course Content (see attached sheet)
IV. Instructional Methodologies:
The course instructional procedures will consist of reading, writing, discussion and lecture.

V. Your Responsibilities:
*Class attendance/participation: Attendance is a matter of geography: either you are in class or you are not in class.  The only way to succeed in college is to attend class!  More than three absences will result in your final average being lowered by a letter grade.  More than four absences will result in your removal from the class roll--unless discussed with the instructor.

*Exams and Quizzes: NO MAKE-UP EXAMS  OR QUIZZES (unless arranged with instructor).  We will have a quiz every week, but as an act of Christian charity, I will drop your three lowest weekly quiz scores.
*Papers: NO LATE PAPERS ACCEPTED

*Daily assignments: You must read the text to adequately discuss and understand the material.

*Withdrawals: You are responsible for completing the proper withdrawal form when deciding not to complete the course.  Failure to follow the established procedures will result in a failing grade for the term.

*Student Behavior Policy: You are expected to conduct yourself as a scholar in search of the truth.  Students whose conduct hinders the academic achievement or environment of other students will be dropped from class.

VI. Course Evaluation: 

20% First Examination






20% Second Examination






20% Final Examination

20% Summary Paper and Class Report


20% Class participation and Weekly Quizzes (evaluated throughout the academic term and related to attendance)

Grading Scale:
100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; and 59-0 F

VII. Students With Disabilities:
Brewton-Parker College is committed to the provision of reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities, as defined in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  If you think you may qualify for these accommodations, notify your instructor immediately.  You may also contact the Brewton-Parker College Counseling Office (583-3219) with questions about special services.

Guidelines for "Summary Paper"

A paper of 15-20 typewritten or handwritten (black ink) pages is due on the assigned date.  The paper must be in proper academic form in regard to footnotes, quotations, and related concerns.  If you are uncertain about these requirements, consult the Political Science Style Sheet (http://www.drleecheek.com/Resources/StyleSheet/stylesheet.html), or a manual for academic writing (for example, Turabian's A Manual for Writers).  

The summary paper will be the result of your internship or research.  If you elect the internship option, you will spend between 15-20 hours working in a specific campaign.  Your final paper will be an evaluation of the campaign--its organization, and election strategy, the candidate, party support, and other considerations we have entertained throughout the course.  The paper should contain analysis of these essential considerations, as well as others that you consider to be important.  Your summary must not be merely a collection of "war stories."  If you select a research paper, you need to undertake a study of the elections within a state, or a congressional or statewide candidate, and follow his/her campaign throughout the electoral process.
	Day:
	Topic:
	Assignment

	M. 28 Aug.
	Introduction
	Read Syllabus

	W. 30 Aug.
	Political Parties and Democratic Theory
	1

	F. 1 Sept.
	Political Parties and Democratic Theory
	1; Quiz

	M. 4 Sept.
	Labor Day Holiday
	Extra time for study

	W. 6 Sept.
	Background of Amer. Pol. Parties
	Cheek handout

	F. 8 Sept.
	Background of Amer. Pol. Parties
	Cheek handout; Quiz

	M. 11 Sept.
	Background of Amer. Pol. Parties
	Cheek handout

	W. 13 Sept.
	Background/Char. of Amer. Political Parties
	Cheek handout/2

	F. 15 Sept.
	Party Organization
	2; Quiz

	M. 18 Sept.
	Participation
	3

	W. 20 Sept.
	Participation
	3

	F. 22 Sept.
	Voting
	3; Quiz

	M. 25 Sept.
	Voting
	3

	W. 27 Sept.
	EXAMINATION ONE
	

	F. 29. Sept.
	Interest Groups
	4

	M. 2 Oct.
	Interest Groups
	4

	W. 4 Oct.
	State and Local Nominations
	6

	F. 6 Oct. 
	State and Local Nominations
	6; Quiz

	M. 9 Oct.
	Presidential Nomination Process
	8

	W. 11 Oct.
	Presidential Nomination Process
	8

	F. 13 Oct.
	Presidential Nomination Process
	8; Quiz

	M. 16 Oct.
	Campaign Finance
	5

	W. 18 Oct.
	Campaign Finance
	5

	F.  20 Oct.
	Campaign Finance
	5; Quiz

	M. 23 Oct.
	Media and Campaigns
	10

	W. 25 Oct.
	Media and Campaigns
	10; Quiz

	F. 27 Oct.
	Fall Break
	Extra time for study

	M. 30 Oct.
	State and Local Elections
	7

	W. 1 Nov.
	State and Local Elections
	7

	F. 3 Nov.
	EXAMINATION TWO
	

	M. 6 Nov.
	Election Research Preparation
	

	W. 8 Nov. 
	Election Analysis
	

	F. 10 Nov.
	Presidential Elections
	9; Quiz

	M. 13 Nov.
	Presidential Elections
	9

	W. 15 Nov.
	Presidential Elections
	9

	F. 17 Nov.
	Presidential Elections
	9; Quiz

	M. 20 Nov.
	Party in Government

(Thanksgiving Holiday, 22-26 Nov.)
	

	M. 27 Nov.
	Party in Government
	11

	W. 29 Nov.
	Party in Government
	11

	F. 1 Dec.
	Future of Parties
	12; Quiz

	M. 4 Dec.
	Research Presentations
	

	W. 6 Dec.
	Research Presentations
	

	F. 8 Dec.
	Research Presentations
	

	M. 11 Dec.
	Final Examination Review
	

	11-16 Dec.
	Final Exam
	TBA


