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I. General Information

Professor: Professor: H. Lee Cheek, Jr., Ph.D., Chair, Division of Social and Behavioral Sciences; Office: 115 Parker Building; Phone: (912) 583-3151; and E-mail: lcheek@bpc.edu; Websites: www.drleecheek.com; and the political science website, http://www.drleecheek.com/PSMain.htm

Office Hours: 11am-1pm MWF; 3-4:15pm T/TR (excluding chapel); or by appointment (see http://www.drleecheek.com/Courses/Office_Hours/officehours.htm ).

Political Science Style Sheet: http://www.drleecheek.com/Resources/StyleSheet/stylesheet.html
Required Texts:

Porter, Jene M., Classics in Political Philosophy, Third Edition (Prentice Hall).
Callhoun, John. C., ed. H. Lee Cheek, Jr.  A Disquisition on Government (St. Augustine’s Books, 2007).
Secondary Texts: 
Birhirjian, Richard, and H. Lee Cheek, Jr.  The Development of Political Theory (textbook manuscript); Cheek, et al., Political Philosophy and Cultural Renewal (Transaction, 2001).

Course Description: “A survey of the development of Western political ideas including the contributions of Ancient Greece, Rome, the Church Fathers, Renaissance and Reformation writers, liberalism, and contemporary political thinkers. Offered fall semester, odd years” (Brewton Parker College Catalog, 2007-2008, p. 197).
I. Purpose of Course:

Political philosophy seeks a more realistic, systematic, and comprehensive understanding of politics by drawing attention to the more or less hidden assumptions, implications, and consequences of so-called "practical politics."  The following list of important sources of Western political thought is suggestive, but not extensive, of ideas studied in the course.


1. The Greeks: Plato and Aristotle


2. The Romans: Cicero


3. Early Christianity: Augustine, Thomas


4. The questioning of classical and Christian traditions:  Machiavelli


5. Reforming Christianity: Luther and Calvin


6. The social contract theorists: Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau


7. Liberalism


8. Historicism: Burke and Calhoun


9. Communism/Socialism: Marx


10. A critique of modern Western society: Nietzsche and Solzhenitsyn
II. Objectives of the Course

II. A.    General

Political thought places politics in the larger whole to which it belongs.  It examines the relationship of political questions to the fundamental issues of human life.  Every view of politics implies a view of human nature and society.  Every notion of human nature and society likewise has implications for politics.  Without examining political ideas and preferences in this perspective they cannot be adequately assessed.  


This course is an introduction to political thought with special reference to ideas from ancient Greece to the modern world that have had a major influence in shaping Western civilization.  These ideas are not studied in an antiquarian spirit but with the aim of better understanding the nature of Western society and the times in which we now live.

II. B.    Specific 


This is a lecture course and a seminar.  We will engage a great diversity of difficult texts, at whose meaning we arrive best through a collaborative effort.  So unless students themselves assume responsibility for their own education--unless they take it upon themselves to read and re-read the texts, to take notes, to design their own questions prior to class, and, generally, to come prepared for a vibrant and open discussion each and every class period--these texts and the issues they raise will not reveal themselves to be as compelling and exciting as they truly are.  This is a course about thinking, about articulating our thoughts, about revealing the pedigree of our ideas.  Accordingly, your thoughts will be solicited at every turn.  They will be respected, encouraged, and, yes, challenged.  We must learn to give an account of ourselves. 

III.
Topics to be Covered:
	Day:
	Topic:

	Assignments:

	M. 27 Aug.
	INTRODUCTION: What is political theory? 
	Read syllabus
Porter

	W. 29 Aug.
	Ancient Greece:  The Foundations of Political Philosophy

Solon and the Idea of the Mixed Regime:
1.  The central political institution of ancient Greece;
2.  The three types of Athenian residents;
3.  Causes of civil strife during the time of Solon;
4.  Solon’s reforms of the Athenian constitution; and
5.  Solon’s legacy to Athens and to Western political thought.
Web Links:  S O L O N:  The Lawmaker of Athen (died 559 B.C.) by Plutarch

	Porter

	F. 31 Aug.
	Plato, The Republic and The Laws
1. The nature of justice, the role of intelligence, the nature of “good,” the relationship between the order of the soul and the order of the commonwealth, ideal regime, Allegory of the Cave, Timocracy, Oligarchy, Democracy, Tyranny, Myth of Er.

 2.   Plato, The Statesman and The Laws --the re-admission of the laws.  The Golden Cord of the Law.  Web Links:  Plato Web Site; The Internet Classics Archive | The Republic by Plato

	Porter
Quiz

	M. 3 Sept.
	Labor Day Holiday—Begin reading next assignment:

Plato, The Republic and The Laws
	Porter


	W. 5 Sept.
	Plato, The Republic and The Laws

	Porter

	F. 7 Sept.
	Plato, The Republic and The Laws

	Porter
Quiz

	M. 10 Sept.
	Aristotle and the Mixed Polity

1.  The organic state; 2. Criticism of Plato; 3. Best possible regime; 4.  Causes of revolution; 5.  Nature of justice; 6.   Classification of constitutions; and 7.  Citizenship.      Recommended Reading:  Ernest Barker, The Politics of Aristotle. Read especially pp xlvii-lxii, and Books I, II, III, IV, V; and Cheek, "A Note on the Platonic and Aristotelian Critique of Democratic Man.  Web Links:  Aristotle;The Internet Classics Archive | Politics by Aristotle
	Porter



	W.  12 Sept.
	Aristotle and the Mixed Polity


	

	F. 14  Sept.
	Aristotle and the Mixed Polity


	Quiz

	M. 17 Sept.
	The Decline of the Greek City-State; the Decay of the Moral and Political Order:  The Hellenistic Philosophers
1.Cynicism, Web Link:  Cynics; 2. Epicureanism, Web Link:  Epicureans
	

	W. 19 Sept.
	The Roman Order and the Law

1.   Roman Law                                          Web Links:  Roman Law: Homepage; Justinian Code
2. Polybius on the mixed constitution and constitution change                                                        Web Links:  Selections from Polybius' "History", Polybius and the Founding Fathers: the separation of powers, The Republic Strikes Back - Polybius
3. Cicero, The Republic and The Offices: a.  Natural law; b.  Cycle of constitutions; c.  The Composite State; and Web Links:  Marcus Tullius Cicero, The Internet Classics Archive | Works by Cicero
4.  Stoicism -- the idea of civic virture and individual morality: a.  Seneca; and b.  Marcus Aurelius  Web Links:  Stoicism
5. Christian Obedience
6. Conclusion

	Handout

	F. 21 Sept.
	The Roman Order and the Law
	

	M. 24 Sept.
	Exam One
	

	W. 26 Sept.
	Early Medieval Political Thought:  The Contribution of the Church Fathers and Medieval Feudal Institutions 
1.  St. Augustine, The City of God: a. Two cities; 
b.  Original sin and the state;  c.  Platonic influences on St. Augustine                                                           Web Links: Augustine of Hippo, St. Augustine (354-430)               
2.  Church and State: a. Christian papal sovereignty and the claims to supremacy -- the Petrine Doctrine; b. The two swords doctrine;  c.  The Investiture Controversy 

 3.  Feudal decentralization:  the process of personal obligation, formation of social strata and 
hierarchical distribution of political power, the role of the law.
	Porter

	F. 28 Sept.
	Early Medieval Political Thought:  The Contribution of the Church Fathers and Medieval Feudal Institutions 
                                           
	Quiz

	M. 1 Oct.
	Late Middle Ages:  Scholastic Natural Law and Its Opponents
1.  St. Thomas Aquinas - natural law and the revival of Aristotle: a. Natural Law; b. Best Possible Regime; c.  The Issue of Tyrannicide; and d. The Responsibilities of Kingship Web Links:  The Summa Theologica, Great Books Index - St Thomas Aquinas 

2.  Marsilio of Padua 

	Porter

	W. 3 Oct.
	Early Medieval Political Thought:  The Contribution of the Church Fathers and Medieval Feudal Institutions
	

	F. 5 Oct.
	The Renaissance: Power Politics and the Development of the Nation-State
1.  Machiavelli, The Prince and The Discourses: a.  Analysis of political power; b. Virtú and Fortuna;  c. His objections to the intrusion of Christian doctrine into politics and to the role of the Catholic Church in Italian politics; d. His critique of natural law; and e. The political realism of Machiavelli and its challenge to Christianity
                                                                                                                           Web Links:  Nicolo Machiavelli [Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy], Niccolo Machiavelli | Italian Statesman and Political Philosopher

                           b.
Jean Bodin:  The Father of the Modern Concept of Sovereignty


2. Jean Bodin:  The Father of the Modern Concept of Sovereignty: a.  The Six Books of the Republic; 
b.  French Civil Wars and St. Bartholemew’s Day Massacre; c.  Theory of Sovereignty; d.  Religious tolerance
Web Links:   Jean Bodin; SIX BOOKS OF THE COMMONWEALTH; Biographical Sketch



	Porter

Quiz

	M. 8 Oct.
	The Renaissance: Power Politics and the Development of the Nation-State

-Discussion of Research Paper and Potential Topics
	

	W. 10 Oct.
	The Social Contract Theorists  

1-Thomas Hobbes,  State absolutism, and The Leviathan:
a. The social contract; b. Concept of power; c. Necessity; d.  Reason; and e. The indivisibility of sovereignty

Web Links:  Thomas Hobbes -- Moral and Political Philosophy [Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy], Thomas Hobbes

	Porter

	F. 12 Oct.
	The Social Contract Theorists
1-Thomas Hobbes,  State absolutism, and The Leviathan
	Quiz

	M. 15 Oct.
	The Social Contract Theorists

1-Thomas Hobbes,  State absolutism, and The Leviathan
	

	W. 17 Oct.
	The Social Contract Theorists

2-John Locke,  Majority Rule, and On Civil Government:  a. Social contract; b. Individual rights; and c. Popular sovereignty and theory of revolution

Web Links:  John Locke [Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy] John Locke

	Porter

	F. 19 Oct.
	The Social Contract Theorists

2-John Locke,  Majority Rule, and On Civil Government (Spring Break: 7-11 March; excellent opportunity for diligent study)
	Quiz

	M. 22 Oct.
	The Social Contract Theorists

2-John Locke,  Majority Rule, and On Civil Government

-Note on David Hume
	

	W. 24 Oct.
	The Social Contract Theorists

3-Rousseau and the Birth of Modern Democratic Theory 

(The Social Contract, Discourses,  and Emile): a. The state of nature; b. Social contract; c. Civilization as a source of individual corruption; d. Equality; e. The General Will; and f. Civil Religion.


	Porter

	F. 26 Oct.
	FALL BREAK READING ASSIGNMENT:

The Social Contract Theorists

3-Rousseau and the Birth of Modern Democratic Theory 


	

	M. 29 Oct.
	The Social Contract Theorists

3-Rousseau and the Birth of Modern Democratic Theory 


	

	W. 31 Oct.
	The Social Contract Theorists

3-Rousseau and the Birth of Modern Democratic Theory 


	

	F. 2 Nov.
	Exam Two


	

	M. 5 Nov.
	Montesquieu and the Functional Separation of Powers

Web Links:  Great Books Index - Montesquieu, 

 Baron de Montesquieu : A Short Biography 

 AND

Adam Smith and The Wealth of Nations:
a. Critique of Mercantile System; b. Father of free market economics

Film: "The Wealth of Nations"
	

	W. 7 Nov.
	Edmund Burke and the Birth of Modern Conservatism-- 

Reflections on the Revolution in France: a. The moral imagination as an antidote to abstract reason; b. The role of prejudice, tradition, and providence; c. Attack on the historical mentality of the Jacobins; d. Prescriptive rights and right to private property

Readings:  Russell Kirk, The Conservative Mind, Chap. II
Web Links:  Burke, Edmund. 1909–14. Reflections on the French Revolution. Vol. 24, Part 3. The Harvard Classics, Biographies: The Political Philosopher, Edmund Burke (1729-97).

	Handout



	F. 9 Nov.
	The American Political Mind: Calhoun
	Disquisition
Quiz

	M. 12 Nov.
	The American Political Mind: Calhoun 
	Disquisition


	W. 14 Nov.
	The Rise of Modern Liberalism

1-Bentham and Utilitarianism: a. The Greatest Happiness principle; b. Utility as a guide to public policy; c. Theory of Law; d. Bentham as a penal reformer

Web Links:  Jeremy Bentham [Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy], Jeremy's Labyrinth
2-John Stuart Mill, On Liberty
a.His early utilitarianism; b. Principle of liberty; c. Later conversion to socialism 

Web Links:  John Stuart Mill, J.S. Mill  (This is the entire text of On Liberty)
	Porter

Quiz

	F. 16 Nov.
	The Rise of Modern Liberalism

2-John Stuart Mill, On Liberty

3-Herbet Spencer
	Quiz

	M. 19 Nov.
	Reaction against Democracy

1-Hegel and the Historical Method: a. The dialectic and historical necessity; b. The theory of the state  Web Links:  Hegel; Georg Hegel (1770-1831)
(Thanksgiving Holiday, 21-25 Nov.)
	Porter




	M. 26 Nov.
	Reaction against Democracy

2-Karl Marx and Communism: a. The proletarian revolution; b. The collapse of capitalism; c. Economic determinism; d. The withering away of the state; and e. Alienated labor     Web Links:  Karl Marx, Karl Marx, Karl Marx, Manifesto of the Communist Party
	Porter
Quiz

	W. 28 Nov.
	Reaction against Democracy

2-Karl Marx and Communism: a. The proletarian revolution; b. The collapse of capitalism; c. Economic determinism; d. The withering away of the state; and e. Alienated labor   Web Links:  Karl Marx, Karl Marx, Karl Marx, Manifesto of the Communist Party
	Porter

	F. 30 Nov.
	Reaction against Democracy

3-Nietzsche and the Limits of Reason: a. Theory of the Superman; b. Slave morality and aristocratic values




Links:  Friedrich Nietzsche; Nietzsche, by Paul Elmer More; Nietzsche Philosophy Page

	Porter

Quiz

	M. 3 Dec.
	The Rise of Modern Conservatism

Term Paper Due
	Handout


	W. 5 Dec.
	Contemporary Liberalism: Rawls and Nozick
	Handout

	F. 7 Dec.
	Term Paper Presentations
	

	M. 10 Dec.
	Term Paper Presentations
	

	T.  11 Dec.
	12:30-2:30pm   Exam Three 
	


IV.
Instructional Procedures
A. Lectures

B. Class discussion/Student presentations

C. Written work

D. Various films, speakers, other experiences as the opportunity arises

V. 
Responsibilities of the Student
A.   Attend class

B.   Read all assignments

C.   Participate in class discussions

D.   Take all assigned tests and quizzes

E.   Complete all additional assignments including a term paper
VI. Your Responsibilities:
Class attendance/participation: A wise colleague and friend of mine, Dr. Don Pace, who now feasts at the Heavenly Banquet, used to tell students that “Attendance is a matter of geography: either you are in class or you are not in class.”  The only way to succeed in college is to attend class!  More than three absences will result in the lowering of your final average by a letter grade.  If you are tardy to class, it will detract from your participation and class attendance grade as well.  I will take attendance at every class meeting; and if you are late, you will be considered absent.  If you are tardy to class more than five minutes, consider yourself as absent.  To facilitate communication with the professor, he requests that you immediately activate your official B.P.C. e-mail account.  More than three absences from a class will leave the student in a vulnerable, nay unenviable, position vis a vis the course requirements, acquisition of central concepts, and progress towards a rewarding and enduring learning experience.

Daily assignments: You must read the texts to adequately discuss and understand the material.

Withdrawals: You are responsible for completing the proper withdrawal form when deciding not to complete the course.  Failure to follow the established procedures will result in a failing grade for the term.

Student Behavior Policy: You are expected to conduct yourself as a scholar in search of the truth.  Students whose conduct hinders the academic achievement or environment of other students will be dropped from class.   The official starting time for class is Dr. Cheek’s watch and is not a topic for debate; as the Indian proverb suggests, court begins when the judge arrives.  Tardiness to class will have a negative influence on your class participation grade and you will also be forced to suffer the Wrath of Cheek.  The College’s “Statement of Academic Integrity” will serve as the standard guide for student responsibility.
Quizzes:  Each day we will have a quiz over the reading for that class.  There will be no make-up options for these quizzes.  Only those who are in attendance will benefit.  These quizzes will be compiled into a portion of your grade.

Papers: All papers are due on the date assigned.  You must select, read critically, and provide both an oral and written report on a major work, personage, or idea listed in the course bibliography.  The oral reports will be presented during class and the written reports are to be submitted to the professor on 3 December.  A paper of 15-20 typewritten pages is sufficient.  The paper must be in proper academic form in regard to footnotes, quotations, and related concerns.  If you are uncertain about these requirements, consult B.P.C. "Political Science Style Sheet."  The College’s turnitin.com technological interface will be utilized in evaluating all written material. The topic will be selected by the student and approved by the professor.  The normative guides to academic writing already discussed should also be utilized in the preparation of this paper.

VII. Course Evaluation: 

Your grade in class will be based on your performance in the following areas:


20%

Daily or weekly quizzes, attendance, and participation





20%

Exam 1
(24 September)









20%

Exam 2
(2 November)


20%

Exam 3
(11 December; 12:30-2:30pm)


20%

Research paper (due date: 3 December)

Grading Scale:   100-90 A; 89-80 B; 79-70 C; 69-60 D; and 59-0 F

VIII. Students With Disabilities:
Brewton-Parker College is committed to the provision of reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities, as defined in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  If you think you may qualify for these accommodations, notify your instructor immediately.  You may also contact the BPC Counseling Office with questions about special services.


Purpose 
As a Christian community of faith and scholarship, we at Brewton-Parker College are committed to the principles of truth and honesty in the academic endeavor (2 Timothy 3:16). As faculty and students in this Christian community, we are called to present our academic work as an honest reflection of our abilities; we do not need to defraud members of the community by presenting others’ work as our own (Mark 10:17-22). Therefore, academic dishonesty is handled with serious consequences for two fundamental reasons: it is stealing – taking something that is not ours; it is also lying – pretending to be something it is not. In a Christian community, such pretense is not only unnecessary it is also harmful to the individual and community as a whole. Cheating should have no place at a campus where all labors are informed by our faith because God desires us to be truthful with each other concerning our academic abilities. Only with a truthful presentation of our knowledge can there be an honest evaluation of our abilities. To such integrity, we as a Christian academic community are called. 

The following acts are those which we consider to be dishonest: 

Plagiarism is presenting as your own work the words, ideas, opinions, theories, or thoughts of another which are not common knowledge. Students who present others’ words or ideas as their own without fair attribution [documentation] are guilty of plagiarizing. Unfair attribution includes, but is not limited to, a direct quotation of all or part of another’s words without appropriately identifying the source. It is also unfair attribution to have included a source within a citation page without having carefully cited the source within the text of the document. 

Plagiarism also includes, but is not limited to, the following acts when performed without fair attribution: directly quoting all or part of another person’s words without quotation marks, as appropriate to the discipline; paraphrasing all or part of another person’s words without documentation; stating an idea, theory, or formula as your own when it actually originated with another person; and purchasing (or receiving in any other manner) a term paper or other assignment, which is the work of another person, and submitting that work as if it were one’s own. 

Inappropriate Assistance 

Giving or receiving assistance that has not been authorized by a faculty member in connection with any exam or academic work is academically dishonest. Students should assume that any assistance on exams, quizzes, lab work, etc., is unauthorized unless the faculty member involved in the exercise has approved it. Examples of prohibited actions include, but are not limited to, the following: copying or allowing others to copy answers to an exam; transmitting; receiving, or in some form obtaining information during an exam which would offer answers within the framework of the material being tested; giving or receiving answers to an exam scheduled for a later time; and completing for others or allowing others to complete for oneself, all or part of an assignment; submitting as a group assignment work which was prepared by less than all of the members of that group. It is the responsibility of the student to inform an instructor of the lack of participation of one member of a group. 

Lying 

Offering false information with regard to your performance in academic work is academically dishonest and in opposition to the Christian life. Such activity includes, but is not limited to, the following: giving false reasons for failure to complete an academic assignment; falsifying the results of laboratory work or other data; altering academic work after it has been submitted; altering grades, lab work, or attendance records; falsely signing another person as present when he/she is absent in a class; submitting for academic advancement an assignment which has previously been submitted for academic advancement (unless so authorized by the faculty member supervising the work). 

Theft 

Stealing or otherwise taking in an unauthorized manner information which relates to academic work is academically dishonest. 

Procedures

First Offense: The student must be advised of the penalty within seven days of the discovery of the Academic Integrity infraction. The student will be issued a grade of zero on the assignment and a mandatory counseling session with a member of the Academic Integrity Advisory Committee will be scheduled within a week of notification of the offense. The professor will inform the Office of the Provost of the offense, and the Provost will subsequently maintain the student’s Academic Integrity record.

Second Offense: The Office of the Provost will be notified of the offense, and the Professor will issue a grade of zero on the assignment.  Upon being informed by the Office of the Provost that this is the second Academic Integrity offense, the student will be dropped from the course and a failing grade will be recorded.

Third Offense: The office of the Provost will be notified of the offense, and the Professor will issue a grade of zero on the assignment.  Upon being informed by the Office of the Provost that this is the third Academic Integrity offense, the student will be dropped from the course and a failing grade be recorded.  The student will be reported to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action to consist of immediate expulsion from the College for a period of one Academic Year.

Petition for redress is made to the Appeals Committee.
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